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artillery; Puyguilhem had scent of his intention, and asked
the King for this office. The King promised it to him, but on
condition that he kept the matter secret some days. The day
arrived on which the King had agreed to declare him. Puy-
guilhem, who had the entries of the first gentleman of the
chamber (which are also named the grandes entr&es), went to
wait for the King (who was holding a finance council), in a
room that nobody entered during the -council, between that in
which all the Court waited, and that in which the council it-
self was held. He found there no one but Nyert, chief valet-
de-chambre, who asked him how he happened to come there.
Puyguilhem, sure of his affair, thought he should make a friend
of this valet by confiding to him what was about to take place.
Nyert expressed his joy; then drawing out his watch, said ho
should have time to go and execute a pressing commission the
King had given him. He mounted four steps at a tiino the
little staircase, at the head of which was the bureau where
Louvois worked all day—for at Saint Germain the lodgings
were little and few—and the ministers and nearly all the Court
lodged each at his own house in the town. Nyert entered the
bureau of Louvois, and informed him that upon leaving the
Council (of which Louvois was not a member), the King was
going to declare Puyguilhem grand master of the artillery,
adding that he had just learned this news from Puyguilhem
himself, and saying where he had left him.
Louvois hated Puyguilhem, friend of Colbert, his rival, and
he feared his influence in a post which had so many intimat©
relations with his department of the war, the functions and
authority of which he invaded as much as possible, a proceed-
ing which he felt Puyguilhem was not the kind of man to
suffer. He embraces Nyert, thanking him, dismisses him as
quickly as possible, takes some papers to serve as an excuse,
descends, and finds Puyguilhem and Nyert in the chamber,, as
above described. Nyert pretends to be surprised to see
Louvois arrive, and says to him that the Council has not
broken up.
" No matter," replied Louvois, " I must enter.   I have some-
vol. in.	25

